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Dispersion level Chart 
Dispersion Range 0-4 0 is st ab l e air,  l ow  
f ire int ensit y ,  l ess l ong range 
spot t ing.  

Dispersion Range 4 1 -7 0 is m od erat e 
u nst ab l e air,  inc reased  f ire int ensit y  
and  l ong range spot t ing.  

Dispersion Range 7 0+  is u nst ab l e air,  
h igh  am ou nt  of  u pper l if t ing,  int ense 
f ire ac t iv it y ,  pot ent ial  f or l ong range 
spot t ing  and  pl u m e d om inat ed  
w il d f ires.  
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Fi g h t  f i r e  a g g r e s s i v e l y ,  b u t  
p r o v i d e  f o r  s a f e t y  f i r s t .  
In i t i a t e  a l l  a c t i o n  b a s e d  o n  
c u r r e n t  a n d  e x p e c t e d  f i r e  
b e h a v i o r .  
Re c o g n i z e  c u r r e n t  w e a t h e r  
c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  o b t a i n  
f o r e c a s t s .  
En s u r e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a r e  g i v e n  
a n d  u n d e r s t o o d .  
 
Ob t a i n  c u r r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o n  s t a t u s .  
Re m a i n  i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
w i t h  c r e w m e m b e r s ,  y o u r  
s u p e r v i s o r ,  a n d  a d j o i n i n g  
f o r c e s .  
De t e r m i n e  s a f e t y  z o n e s  a n d  
e s c a p e  r o u t e s .  
Es t a b l i s h  l o o k o u t s  i n  
p o t e n t i a l l y  h a z a r d o u s  
s i t u a t i o n s .  
Re m a i n  i n  c o n t r o l  a t  a l l  
t i m e s .  
St a y  a l e r t ,  k e e p  c a l m ,  a c t  
d e c i s i v e l y .      
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Prior to entering the cab of any apparatus and starting the 
vehicle, the apparatus driver shall make a “Circle of Safety” by 
walking around the vehicle to see that all equipment is secured, 
that all compartment doors are securely closed, and any physical 
obstructions moved out of the way.  During the “Circle of 
Safety”, the apparatus driver shall encircle the vehicle and 
visually inspect  all four sides and the vertical clearance of the 
unit before entering the cab.  The driver shall also verify vehicle 
height clearance with the person riding in the officer position.  
The driver and the officer shall verify and ensure that all 
individuals traveling in the vehicle have securely fastened their 
seat belts.  SCBAs can be donned on scene before exiting the 
vehicle.  Safety of the firefighters is the primary resource of the 
fire service and injuring or killing a firefighter is not acceptable.  
The driver will not move the vehicle before verifying and 
ensuring all passengers are secured.  This  shall be conducted 
prior to moving the vehicle regardless of whether or not the 
vehicle is about to leave for an emergency or non-emergency 
response.     
 
Seat Belt Use 
All persons riding in the fire apparatus, staff vehicles, support 
vehicles and brush trucks, are to be seated in an approved riding 
position and be secured to the vehicle by seat belts, which are 
required whenever the vehicle is in motion.  The apparatus 
driver/or the person riding in the officer position shall verify that 
all personnel are properly seated  before the vehicle is moved. 
Fire Services prohibits riding on tailboards, sidesteps, running 
boards, on top of brush trucks, or in any other exposed position.  
 
 

  


