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Drivers of vehicles traveling down dark roads pass by motor vehicle accidents 
seeing only the flashing lights of several fire apparatus and glimpse the wrecked 
vehicle(s) that is (are) sitting near the mammoth fire apparatus.   A driver of one 
the passing vehicles never sees the dark figure of a firefighter who is not wearing 
structural ensemble or a reflective vest, and hits the unnoticed firefighter injuring 
him or worse killing him.    
Firefighters shall wear reflective vests at outdoor emergency incidents or non-
emergency activities.  When structural ensemble is not required, firefighters 
should wear a reflective vest or other protective clothing that provides visibility 
enhancement as a part of the ensemble.  Firefighters must be aware of potential 
risks from vehicle traffic and other hazards.  Outdoor emergency and non-
emergency activities may include: 

�  Medical emergencies in parking lots, industrials work areas, or 
construction sites. 

�  Structural firefighting, catching hydrants in or near traffic way. 
�  Re-packing hose lines on fire apparatus in or near traffic way. 
�  Brush firefighting in or near traffic ways. 
�  Setting up landing zones for medical helicopters. 
�  Providing management of traffic services. 
�  Public service calls, such as downed trees or power-lines on or near 

roadways. 
�  Firefighters testing and flowing hydrants in or near traffic way. 
�  Other situations in or near moving traffic or vehicles. 
�  Emergency responders must be identified in search and rescue operations. 

Firefighters are responsible to make sure that every member of the team is dressed 
properly to ensure high visibility and to identify themselves as emergency 
responders. 
It only takes a minute to put on the reflective safety vest, which may save your 
life. 

EVERY ONE GOES HOME! 
Standard Operating guideline 103.025 


