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Florida Forever is the state’s conservation and recreation lands acquisition program. To be 
considered for acquisition, a project must have a willing seller and be on the Florida Forever 
Priority List. The Florida Forever Priority List identifies projects that are suitable as a 
conservation property and meet the Florida Forever Goals, Performance Measures and Criteria.  
The Florida Forever Priority List is developed by the Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC) 
and is approved by the Board of Trustees (BOT). The BOT must approve a project placed on 
the Florida Forever Priority List before it can be pursued for acquisition.  
Proposed projects are prioritized and ranked in categories by ARC members in December, and 
the BOT approves the ARC-recommended Florida Forever Priority List in May, when a project is 
officially added to the list. 
Applications for new Florida Forever projects are accepted by the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) two times per year, April 30 and Oct. 31. To propose a new 
project for the Florida Forever Priority List, submit this application along with the supporting 
documentation specified in Attachments A-C below in electronic format (PDF) to the email 
address below.  
Please note that up to 18 copies may be requested. Maps should be in color and set to print no 
larger than 11 inches x 17 inches. Applicants may also consult the Florida Natural Areas 
Inventory Florida Forever Conservation Data Viewer to ensure proposed parcels are not already 
within an approved project boundary.  
 
General Information 
 
Proposed Florida Forever Project:           
 
Nearest City  County(ies)        

:           

:             

     
 

Sponsor/Affiliation Proposing Project
 
Mailing Address
                                        Street                                    City   State                   Zip  
 
Primary Phone: (  )     mail:        E
 
 

SUBMIT COMPLETED APPLICATIONS TO: 
FloridaForever@FloridaDEP.gov 

 
Or by mail to:  

Office of Environmental Services 
Division of State Lands 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Mail Station 140 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 
Phone: 850-245-2555 

 
Learn more about Florida Forever.  

 

https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/content/florida-forever
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/documents/florida-forever-goals-performance-measures-and-criteria
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/content/florida-forever-priority-list-annual-work-plan
https://www.fnai.org/webmaps/FFCNA_Map/index.html
mailto:FloridaForever@FloridaDEP.gov
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/content/florida-forever-priority-list-annual-work-plan
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Supporting documentation 
 
Attachment A. Provide a general description (narrative) of the land proposed including:  

1) A descriptive location of the proposed project with total acreage. 
2) The general physical, natural resource, biological, hydrological, archaeological and 

historical characteristics of the project.   
a. Does the property contain historic structures 50 years old or older? If so, provide 

a brief description, photograph(s) and location.   
b. Does the property contain any improvements/facilities? If so, please describe.  

3) Potential public recreation opportunities or other public uses. 
4) Potential threats or development plans that could impact the value of the proposed 

project. 
5) Local resolutions related to the potential public acquisition of the project (if applicable). 
6) Details on how the project meets Florida Forever criteria [see Chapter 259.105(9) and 

(10), F.S.] and furthers the Florida Forever goals and performance measures [see 
Chapter 259.105(4), F.S.]. Refer to the application addendum on the DEP website.  

7) Whether the project is proposed for fee simple or less-than-fee acquisition. 
a. If a less-than-fee acquisition is proposed, include a brief description of the current 

uses of the property. Also include any known activities or property rights 
proposed to be acquired by the state and those proposed to be retained by the 
property owner. 

b. If project is proposed for fee simple acquisition, include the proposed land 
manager and a management commitment letter from the agency/entity upon 
application submittal. Applications for fee simple projects may be delayed if a 
management commitment from the recommended agency/entity is not included.  

 
Attachment B. Ownership and tax information must include:  

1) One copy of the county property appraiser's property tax card for each parcel of land 
within the proposal. The tax card should include the following:   
a. Tax parcel identification number. 
b. Just or market tax assessed value and tax assessed value.     
c. Owners' names and addresses. 
d. Description and value of improvements. 
e. Tax parcel acreage and its improvements. 
f. Ad valorem taxes assessed on the property.  

2) If multiple parcels are included in the project proposal, summarize in table format by 
county, parcel ID, owner, acres and tax assessed value. 

3) A letter from each property owner confirming their willingness to sell or a statement from 
the applicant asserting that each owner has been contacted. 

 
Attachment C. Maps and Aerial Photographs  

1) Provide shapefiles for the proposed project that depict the project boundaries or show 
the property boundaries on U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangle 
map. USGS topographic quadrangle maps can be obtained from DEP’s Land Boundary 
Information System (LABINS) or the U.S. Geological Survey.   

2) Mark the boundaries of the proposed addition on county tax maps, overlain on aerials if 
available. If tax aerial overlays are not available, aerials or Digital Orthophoto 
Quadrangle (DOQs) and tax maps should be submitted. DEP’s Map Direct can also be 
used to assist with developing aerial and tax maps.   

3) Mark the boundaries of the proposal on Florida Department of Transportation county 
highway maps.   

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0259/Sections/0259.105.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0259/Sections/0259.105.html
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/documents/florida-forever-goals-performance-measures-and-criteria
https://www.labins.org/
https://www.labins.org/
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/national-geospatial-program/topographic-maps
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/eros/science/usgs-eros-archive-aerial-photography-digital-orthophoto-quadrangle-doqs?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/eros/science/usgs-eros-archive-aerial-photography-digital-orthophoto-quadrangle-doqs?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://ca.dep.state.fl.us/mapdirect/#Division%20of%20State%20Lands%20(DSL)
https://www.fdot.gov/geospatial/countymap.shtm
https://www.fdot.gov/geospatial/countymap.shtm
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Attachment A

Florida Forever Application – Lake Harney 

+/- 5578 acres (49 separate parcels)

Physical Address: 900 Lake Harney Road, Deltona, FL 32764

Parcels are 45% wetland and 55% upland

BACKGROUND

The Lake Harney property represents a tremendous opportunity to preserve a large, intact, 
waterfront parcel almost entirely surrounded by existing conservation land.  The property 
contains unique features including roughly two miles of undeveloped waterfront, most of it 
sandy beach, and large hydrologic conveyances which outflow to a lake which is part of the St 
Johns River system.  Additionally, this property is located within the Florida Wildlife Corridor.  
Volusia County staff has already been in contact with the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) to discuss opportunities for inclusion of this property into the 
Wildlife Management Area (WMA) system for hunting.  Once acquired, Volusia County 
requests to be named lead land manager. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION of PROPOSED LAND

1) A descriptive location of the proposed project with total acreage.
The Lake Harney project has 49 parcels.  This project is located near the terminus of Lake 

Harney Road and along most of Under Hill Road off Osteen-Maytown Road in Osteen in 

southern Volusia County.   These properties lie on the east side of Lake Harney which is part 

of the St. Johns River in Volusia County. The County of Volusia shows the combined parcels 

total  are approximately +/- 5,578 acres. The property lies 100% within Florida Ecological 

Greenways Network Priority 1 (Florida Wildlife Corridor).  

2) The general physical, natural resource, biological, hydrological, archaeological 
and historical characteristics of the project.
The property lies within the St. Johns River (SJR) watershed and the Middle St Johns basin. 
Lake Harney borders the west side of the project area and this provides nearly two miles of 
lakefront.  The properties to the north and east of this project are conservation areas.  One of 
these conservation areas is Volusia County’s property, Deering Preserve at Deep Creek.  
Deering Preserve at Deep Creek is 1,385 acres in size and managed as a conservation tract 
with passive recreation opportunities.  This private property also links in with Farmton 
GreenKey.  The GreenKey is a conservation area which protects an interconnected network of 
green space including wildlife corridors, landscape linkages, conservation areas, and 
restoration sites where development isn’t allowed.  

There are approximately 19 different natural habitat areas within the boundaries of the project.  

The dominant upland natural areas are pine flatwoods and grassland/mixed rangelands. The 

pine flatwoods are mixed throughout the property composed largely of merchantable planted 

pine.  The rangelands occur on the east side of the project (east of Underhill Road). The 

grassland/mixed rangelands are where the natural vegetation is predominantly grasses, grass 

like plants, forbs or shrubs. These areas may be used extensively as wildlife forage.



The wetland systems appear to be high functioning or potentially high functioning wetlands. The 

dominant wetland natural areas are bottomland swamp and freshwater marsh.  The bottomland 

swamp starts in the north-central section of the property just below Lake Harney Road and 

extends south to Lake Harney’s bank.  The freshwater marsh runs from the northwest “handle” 

of the property and follows Lake Harney around on the project’s west side. 

Approximately half of the project is within the 100-year flood plain.  Most of this lies along the 

east banks of Lake Harney.  

The state file shows a small strip along the bank of Lake Harney at the end of Lake Harney Road 

as a possible prehistoric Indian Village.  However, no formal comprehensive archeological 

survey of this property has been conducted.

a. Does the property contain historic structures 50 years old or older? If so, 
provide a brief description, photograph(s) and location. 

N/A
b. Does the property contain any improvements/facilities? If so, please describe.

A pole barn is erected on one parcel. An older, unoccupied, and unused 
single wide mobile home is located within one of the pastures in the central, eastern portion of 
the property. No utilities are turned on for this structure. There are four active wells located on 
the property.

PASSIVE RECREATION  AND PUBLIC USES

3) Potential public recreation opportunities or other public uses.
Public recreation will be passive.  Volusia county would consider the following passive 
recreational opportunities that require minimal, if any, prepared facilities or alteration to the land 
to ensure compatibility with natural resource functions: hiking, biking, wildlife observation, 
horseback riding, primitive camping, picnicking, kayaking, canoeing, hunting and fishing.  The 
existing roads, trails and fire breaks are ready-made for most of the above-mentioned uses.  This 
property is considered Priority 1 in the Ecological Greenway Network overlay (Florida Wildlife 
Corridor).  Volusia County is currently in early discussions with FWC staff regarding a potential 
Wildlife Management Area on this property.  Volusia County would work with FWC as a 
cooperative manager of this property and would defer to FWC to manage the hunting operations.

4) Potential threats or development plans that could impact the value of the 
proposed project.
Currently, no plans for residential or other uses have been brought to the County of 

Volusia for consideration. This is a 

LOCAL RESOLUTIONS

5) Local resolutions related to the potential public acquisition of the project (if applicable).

Volusia County passed a referendum in 2000 and again in 2020 with 76.5% of the electorate 

voting to tax themselves (i.e., property tax levy) to fund land conservation.  Volusia Forever has 

established a process for evaluating and sorting properties nominated for acquisition. Attached 

are Resolution 2020-80 which authorized the ballot initiative and Resolution 2023-77 

establishing the process for selecting and acquiring environmentally sensitive, water resource 

protection, forests and farmlands and resource-based recreation lands.



MEETING FLORIDA FOREVER GOALS

6) Details on how the project meets Florida Forever criteria [see Chapter 259.105(9) 
and (10), F.S.] and furthers the Florida Forever goals and performance measures [see 
Chapter 259.105(4), F.S.]. Refer to the application addendum on the DEP website.  

Volusia Forever’s goals align with the goals of the Florida Forever Program which are to 
conserve, maintain and restore the natural environment and provide access for the 
enjoyment and education of the public; provide resources to ensure that sufficient 
quantities of water are available to meet current and future needs; meet the need for 
high-quality resource based outdoor opportunities, greenways, trails, and open space; 
preserve the habitat and water recharge; ensure that the natural resource values of such 
lands are protected and that the public has the opportunity to enjoy the lands to their 
fullest potential. 

Goal A: Enhance the coordination and completion of land acquisition projects, as 
measured by:

Measure A 1: The number of acres acquired through the state's land acquisition programs that 

contribute to the enhancement of essential natural resources, ecosystem service parcels, and 

connecting linkage corridors as identified and developed by the best available scientific 

analysis;

The proposed project would contribute 5,578 acres that would help the enhancement 
of essential natural resources and increase the connection of corridors such as the 
black bear’s range.

Measure A3: The number of shared acquisition projects among Florida Forever funding 

partners and partners with other funding sources, including local governments and the Federal 

Government.

This project was ranked eligible to be placed on the Volusia Forever A list for funding 

the future acquisition.  Volusia Forever tries to work with funding partners whenever it 

is possible in order to leverage our local taxpayers dollars. Volusia County has 

worked with several different organizations in the past, with Florida Forever being one 

of them.  

Goal B: Increase the protection of Florida’s biodiversity at the species, natural 
community, and landscape levels, as measured by:

Measure B 1: The number of acres acquired of significant strategic habitat conservation areas 

(SHCA):

The SHCA of this project area consists of two types – Priority 3 and 5.  Priority 3 is 

approximately 70% coverage and Priority 5 is approximately 30%.

Measure B 3: The number of acres acquired of significant landscapes, landscape linkages, 

and conservation corridors, giving priority to completing linkages;

The entire project area is within the Ecological Greenways Network Priority 1 

designation.

https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/documents/florida-forever-goals-performance-measures-and-criteria


Goal C: Protect, restore, and maintain the quality and natural functions of land, water 
and wetland systems of the state, as measured by:

Measure C 4: The number of acres acquired that protect natural floodplain functions;

          Approximately 70% of the project area is within the 100-year floodplain.

Goal D: Ensure that sufficient quantities of water are available to meet the current and 
future needs of natural systems and the citizens of the state, as measured by:

Measure D 3: The number of acres acquired of groundwater recharge areas critical to 

springs, sinks, aquifers, other natural systems, or water supply.

The entire +/- 5,578 acres is within the Middle St. Johns BMAP and St. Johns River 
Watershed.  

Goal E: Increase natural resource-based public recreation or educational 

opportunities, as measured by:

Measure E 1: The number of acres acquired that are available for natural resource-based public 

recreation or education:

Nearly the entire acreage could be used for passive recreation.  This would include 

hiking, biking, kayaking, canoeing, photography, wildlife observation, hunting, fishing, 

etc.  

Goal F: Preserve significant archaeological or historic sites, as measured by:

Measure 1: The increase in the number of and percentage of historic and archaeological 

properties listed in the Florida Master Site File or National Register of Historic Places which are 

protected or preserved for public use.

Once the property is acquired, an archeological survey can be performed to determine 

the significance.  

Goal G: Increase the amount of forestland available for sustainable management of 
natural resources, as measured by:

Measure G 1: The number of acres acquired that are available for sustainable forest 
management.

The property currently has approximately 25% (+/- 1375 acres) of the land that is planted 

pine.  These areas, as well as the rest of the property, will be assessed for the best forest 

management practices to incorporate sustainable practices into the management plan. 



ACQUISITION TYPE

7) Whether the project is proposed for fee simple or less-than-fee acquisition.
a. If a less-than-fee acquisition is proposed, include a brief description of the 
current uses of the property. Also include any known activities or property rights proposed to 
be acquired by the state and those proposed to be retained by the property owner. 

N/A
b. If project is proposed for fee simple acquisition, include the proposed land 
manager and a management commitment letter from the agency/entity upon application 
submittal. Applications for fee simple projects may be delayed if a management commitment 
from the recommended agency/entity is not included.

The Volusia County Resource Stewardship Division’s Land Management program is positioned 

to take management responsibility of this property.  As mentioned previously, Volusia County is 

starting discussions with Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission about the potential to open a new 

cooperative WMA on this property.  

Volusia County currently manages 10 properties totaling 38,000 acres across the county. 8,030 
acres are included in the FWC WMA system with Volusia County as the cooperative lead 
manager. The attached Management Agreement Letter is included in this application. Volusia 
County has a dedicated funding stream for management with 15% of the Volusia Forever taxes 
collected each year are set aside for the stewardship of lands acquired for conservation. This 
collection will continue until 2040.



STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF VOLUSIA 

I, GEORGE RECKTENWALD, County Manager and Clerk to the County 

Council of Volusia County, Florida, do hereby certify that the attached Resolution 2020-80, 

is a true and correct copy of that certain resolution as adopted by the County Council of 

Volusia County, Florida, at its meeting held on June 2, 2020. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal at Deland, Volusia County, Florida, this 

3rd day of June, AD. 2020. 

George Recktenwald 
GEORGE RECKTENWALD 
COUNTY MANAGER AND CLERK TO 
THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF VOLUSIA 
COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY: -r<--.B-"'<:1,,-.B-A_R_A_R_E_D_L_IN_E _______ _ 

OR KARISSA GREEN, DEPUTY CLERK 

f 
.. 

:[:; :··;·,:: L 
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1 RESOLUTION 2020-80 
2 
3 
4 A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE 
5 COUNTY OF VOLUSIA, FLORIDA, ORDERING AND 
6 PROVIDING FOR HOLDING OF A REFERENDUM 
7 ELECTION TO DETERMINE IF THE ELECTORS OF THE 
8 COUNTY OF VOLUSIA, FLORIDA, APPROVE 
9 CONTINUING THE LEVY OF AN EXISTING AD 

10 V ALOREM TAX NOT EXCEEDING 1/5 MILL FOR 20 
11 YEARS AND THE ISSUANCE OF NOT EXCEEDING $60 
12 MILLION LIMITED TAX GENERAL OBLIGATION 
13 BONDS, TO BE ISSUED IN ONE OR MORE SERIES, 
14 PAY ABLE THEREFROM, AND SUBJECT TO FULL 
15 PUBLIC DISCLOSURE THROUGH ANNUAL AUDITS, IN 
16 ORDER TO FINANCE ACQUISl1'ION AND 
17 IMPROVEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE, 
18 WATER RESOURCE PROTECTION, FORESTS AND 
19 FARMLANDS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION LANDS 
20 AND PURPOSES INCIDENTAL THERETO; PROVIDING 
21 CERTAIN OTHER MATTERS IN CONNECTION 
22 THEREWITH; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
23 
24 

25 WHEREAS, the Volusia County Council recognizes the continued need to plan for 

26 future growth and desires to provide the electors of Volusia Collilty to decide whether to extend a 

27 long-term program, known as Volusia Forever, to continue to acquire and improve 

28 environmentally sensitive, water resource and outdoor recreation lands; and 

29 WHEREAS, the history of Volusia County is marked with efforts to conserve the 

30 County's unique ecological character and to preserve valuable ecosystems for future generations; 

31 and 

32 WHEREAS, it remains the goal of Volusia County to conserve, maintain, and, where 

33 necessary, restore the natural environment and provide access for the enjoyment and education of 

34 the public; and 
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1 WHEREAS, Florida's groundwater, surface waters and springs are under pressure due to 

2 population growth and economic expansion and resources are needed to ensure that sufficient 

3 quantities of water are available to meet the current and future needs of the natural systems and 

4 citizens of the state; and 

5 WHEREAS, access to public lands supports a broad range of outdoor recreational 

6 opportunities and the development of necessary infrastructure, where compatible with the 

7 resource values of and management objectives for such lands, promotes an appreciation for 

8 Florida's natural assets and improves the quality oflife; and 

9 WHEREAS, the need for high-quality resource based outdoor opportunities, greenways, 

10 trails, and open space have not been fully met by previous acquisition programs and additional 

11 emphasis on acquiring, protecting, preserving and restoring open space, greenways, and public 

12 access is necessary; and 

13 WHEREAS, acquisition to protect the integrity of ecological systems provide multiple 

14 benefits, including preservation of habitat, recreation space for urban as well as rural areas, and 

15 water recharge; and 

16 WHEREAS, a long-term acquisition and improvement program is needed and funding is 

17 required; and 

18 WHEREAS, a long-term financial commitment to managing public lands must 

19 accompany any land acquisition program to ensure that the natural resource values of such lands 

20 are protected and that the public has the opportunity to enjoy the lands to their fullest potential; 

21 and 

22 WHEREAS, if said funding is again authorized by the voters of Volusia County and the 

23 County Council, in its discretion, levies the necessary millage, it is in the public's interest to have 
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1 any resulting acquisition and improvement program procedurally implemented in a manner that 

2 sets specific guidelines for the program to ensure effective and successful completion of the 

3 Volusia Forever program. 

4 

5 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF 
6 VOLUSIA COUNTY, FLORIDA, IN OPEN MEETING DULY ASSEMBLED IN THE 
7 COUNTY COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE THOMAS C. KELLY ADMINISTRATION 
8 CENTER, 123 WEST INDIANA A VENUE, DELAND, FLORIDA, THIS 2nd DAY OF 
9 JUNE, 2020, A.D., AS FOLLOWS: 

10 

11 SECTION I. Findings. 
12 

13 It is found and declared that: 
14 
15 (A) This Resolution is adopted pursuant to the County's Home Rule Charter, Chapter 

16 125, Florida Statutes, Chapters 100 and 101, Florida Statutes, and other applicable provisions of 

17 law. 

18 (B) It is desired to authorize the continued annual levy of an existing ad valorem tax not 

19 exceeding 1/5 mill for twenty years to continue to fund the acquisition of water resource and 

20 environmentally sensitive land for conservation and public use either from taxes collected and on 

21 deposit or from the proceeds of the issuance of short and/or long term indebtedness authorized 

22 herein payable from the aforesaid ad valorem tax. 

23 (C) The expenditures authorized serve a paramount public purpose. 

24 (D) It is in the best interest of the County to issue such Bonds as are necessary or 

25 desirable to finance projects payable as heretofore described. 

26 (E) The recitations of the preamble are hereby adopted as findings herein. 
27 

28 SECTION II. Election Ordered. 
29 
30 An election be and is hereby ordered to be held in Volusia County, Florida, on November 

31 3,2020, to determine whether or not to continue the levy of an existing ad valorem tax and 
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1 issuance of Limited Tax General Obligation Bonds for said purpose shall be approved by the 

2 electors of Volusia County. 

3 SECTION III. Voting. 
4 

5 The polls will be open at the voting places on the date of such election from 7 :00 a.m. to 

6 7:00 p.m. on the same day. All qualified electors residing within the County shall be entitled and 

7 permitted to vote at such election as hereinafter provided. The bond election shall be held and 

8 conducted in the place or places prescribed by law for general elections in the County. The 

9 election shall be held and conducted in the manner prescribed by law for holding general 

10 elections in the County, and the County Manager and Supervisor of Elections are directed to take 

11 all necessary measures to conduct the election in all manner required by law. The returns shall be 

12 properly canvassed by a county canvassing board in accordance with law and all procedures and 

13 requirements of state law, the Charter and other applicable law shall be complied with for the 

14 purpose of conducting the computation of ballots and completion of election procedures. 

15 SECTION IV. Ballots. 
16 
17 The ballots to be used in the election shall be on plain white paper with printed 

18 description of the proposed levy of the tax and issuance of the Bonds, and which will provide 

19 facilities for qualified electors to vote for or against the levy of the tax and issuance of the Bonds 

20 as they may choose. Voting equipment shall be used at such bond election or such other means 

21 as is deemed appropriate and permitted by law by the Supervisor of Elections. The question 

22 appearing on the ballots to be used in the election shall be in substantially the following printed 

23 form: 

24 

25 BALLOT 
26 
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1 VOLUSIA FOREVER: ACQUISITION AND IMPROVEMENT 
2 OF ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE, WATER RESOURCE 
3 PROTECTION AND OUTDOOR RECREATION LANDS 
4 

5 SHALL VOLUSIA COUNTY CONTINUE TO FUND THE 
6 ACQUISITION AND IMPROVEMENT OF 
7 ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE, WATER RESOURCE 
8 PROTECTION, FORESTS AND FARMLANDS AND 
9 OUTDOOR RECREATION LANDS AND RELATED 

10 PROPERTY INTERESTS FOR CONSERVATION AND 
11 RESOURCE-BASED RECREATION, INCLUDING ISSUING 
12 BONDS NOT EXCEEDING $60 MILLION, BEARING 
13 INTEREST NOT EXCEEDING THE MAXIMUM LEGAL 
14 RATE, PAYABLE FROM CONTINUATION OF AN EXISTING 
15 AD VALOREM TAX NOT EXCEEDING 1/5 MILL LEVIED 
16 FOR 20 YEARS, SUBJECT TO FULL PUBLIC DISCLOSURE 
17 THROUGH ANNUAL AUDITS? 
18 
19 YES (FOR BONDS) 
20 NO (AGAINST BONDS) 
21 
22 SECTION V. Absentee Voting. 
23 
24 Adequate provision shall be made for absentee voting. Ballots shall be used suitable for 

25 absentee voting at the election. The form of ballots to be used in the election for absentee voters 

26 shall be in substantially the form set out above and in accordance with the Florida Election Code. 

27 SECTION VI. Results of Election. 
28 
29 Returns of the votes cast at the election shall be made to and canvassed by the 

30 Canvassing Board and such Board shall declare the results and certify the same to the County 

31 Manager to be recorded in the minutes of the County. If a majority of the votes cast at such 

32 election in respect to the levy of the tax and issuance of the Bonds shall be "YES" (For Bonds), 

33 such issuance shall be approved, may be issued by the County pursuant to the terms and 

34 provisions of the charter and the other provisions of applicable law. Regardless of the results of 

35 the election, the County Manager is hereby directed to submit such results to the Department of 

36 State pursuant to Section 100.351, Florida Statutes. 
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1 SECTION VII. Publication of Resolution and Notice. 
2 
3 At least 30 days' notice of the election shall be published in the News Journal, or any 

4 other newspaper of general circulation within the County, at least twice, once in the fifth week 

5 and once in the third week prior to the week in which the election is held, in the manner provided 

6 in Section 100.342, Florida Statutes. 

7 

8 The notice of election shall be in substantially the following fonn: 
9 

10 NOTICE OFT AX AND BOND REFERENDUM 
11 COUNTY OF VOLUSIA, FLORIDA, 
12 ON NOVEMBER 3, 2020 
13 

14 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A COUNTY OF 
15 VOLUSIA, FLORIDA, TAX AND BOND REFERENDUM will 
16 be held on the 3rd day of November, 2020, in the County of 
17 Volusia, Florida, for the purpose of determining whether or not an 
18 existing ad valorem tax not exceeding 1/5 mill shall continue to be 
19 levied annually for 20 years and Limited Tax General Obligation 
20 Bonds of the county issued in one or more series, payable 
21 therefrom shall be issued in the aggregate principal amount of not 
22 exceeding $60 million, bearing interest, payable at such interest 
23 rate or rates not exceeding the maximum rate permitted by law and 
24 redeemable as shall be determined at or before the time of sale 
25 thereof, maturing over a period of not to exceed twenty years from 
26 the date of the bonds, to finance acquisition and improvement of 
27 environmentally sensitive, water resource protection, forests and 
28 farmlands and outdoor recreation lands and purposes incidental 
29 thereto and subject to full public disclosure through annual audits. 
30 
31 The polls will be open at the voting places on the date of 
32 bond election at 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on the same day, all as 
33 provided in Resolution No. 2020-80 adopted by the County 
34 Council' of the County of Volusia, Florida, on June 2, 2020, which 
35 is a matter of public record. 
36 
37 All qualified electors residing within the County of Volusia 
38 shall be entitled qualified and permitted to vote at such election. 
39 
40 
41 The County of Volusia, Florida 
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5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

1 Ed Kelley, Chair of the County Council 
2 

3 SECTION IX. Oversight Committee. 
4 

In order to implement a program to finance negotiations, acquisition, protection, 

6 restoration, access, and management costs, the County Council shall create an advisory oversight 

7 committee, by June 1, 2021, to conduct an ongoing review of all projects under consideration 

8 and to make recommendations to the Council. 

9 SECTION X. Policies and Procedures. 

11 The oversight committee shall recommend a land acquisition program with policies, 

12 procedures, standards and criteria for the purchase of endangered and conservation lands, and 

13 water resource areas. Each project must state a public purpose for the restoration, conservation, 

14 or preservation of environmentally sensitive lands and water areas and for providing public use 

opportunities. It is the intent of the program to achieve maximum impact by partnering with 

16 other entities through award or acceptance of grants, joint projects and other cooperative efforts. 

17 It is the intent of the county to use the funds approved herein to apply for matching grants 

18 awarded under the Florida Forever Program, set forth in Florida Statute§ 259.105, et seq. and 

19 any amendments thereto and any similar federal funding program, to maximize the use of public 

monies to benefit Volusia County. The goals and criteria of the Florida Forever Program will 

21 provide the basis for the adoption of the policies utilized in the implementation of the Volusia 

22 Forever program. 

23 SECTION XI. Acquisition Goals. 
24 

Acquisition projects must contribute to the following goals: 

26 Increase in the level of protection, and increase 
27 in the population of, listed species 
28 Restoration of land areas 
29 Completion of projects begun under previous 
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1 land acquisition programs 
2 Increase in the amount of forest land for sustainable natural resources 
3 Increase in resource-based public use opportunities 
4 Improvement of water recharge rates on public lands 
5 Protection of natural flood plain functions and prevention of 
6 or redt1ction in flood damage 
7 Restoration of degraded water bodies 
8 Restoration of wetlands 
9 Preservation of strategic wetlands 

10 Preserving of, or reduction of contaminants in, aquifers and springs 
11 Greenways and open space and improving natural systems corridors 
12 Water resource development 
13 

14 SECTION XII. Acquisition Priorities. 
15 
16 Priority will be given to acquisitions which achieve a combination of conservation goals, 

17 including improving water resources and natural groundwater recharge, provide resource based 

18 recreation opportunities. 

19 SECTION XIII. Public Access. 
20 
21 Lands shall be managed and maintained to the extent practicable in such a way as to 

22 ensure a balance between public access and restoration and protection of their natural state and 

23 condition. Public access, as well as public use, will be determined in the management plans. 

24 SECTION XIV. Effective Date. 

25 This Resolution shall go into effect immediately upon its passage and adoption. 
26 
27 DONE AND ORDERED IN OPEN MEETING. 
28 

29 
30 ATTEST: COUNTY COUNCIL 
31 VOLUSIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
32 
33 

35 George Recktenwald . , • , , ,, 
34 

(-s~~-~-·. \\t;t=il./. 
36 County Manager \; ~-. • · · · · ."'. .1 { . . 
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County Chair 
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123 W. Indiana Avenue, Room 200

Tel: (386) 943-7081   Fax: (386) 626-6570

      

         __________________________________

      Resource Stewardship Division
October 11, 2023

Office of Environmental Services

Division of State Lands 

Department of Environmental Protection 

ATTN: Florida Forever Activity

3900 Commonwealth Blvd Mail Station 140

Tallahassee, FL 323999-3000

RE:     Florida Forever Application from Volusia County for the Lake Harney Project

          Attachment A: Management Agreement

Dear Sine Murray:

This letter is to express the County of Volusia’s Resource Stewardship Division’s (RSD) 

willingness, pending Governing Board approval of an intergovernmental agreement, to manage the 

approximately 5424 acres adjacent to Volusia’s Deering Preserve.  The County of Volusia proposes 

to manage the Lake Harney parcels. This acquisition would increase the protection of our natural 

resources.

When the County purchases the property, the details of the management arrangement for the 

County’s property and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection property (Lake Harney) 

would be included in the intergovernmental agreement, which would require approval by Volusia 

County Council.

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection has been a wonderful partner in conservation 

with the County of Volusia, and we look forward to another successful collaboration with them.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 386-943-7081 ext. 13461.

Sincerely,

Danielle Dangleman, Volusia Forever Coordinator
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